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Who  may  register  to  vote? 

Any  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  Is  a  Massachusetts 
resident  and  who  will  be  18  years  old  by  election  day 
may  register  to  vote. 

You  must  register  If  you  want  to  vote. 

How  often  must  I  register? 

Just  once.  Registration  Is  permcment  In  Mctssachusetts. 
You  need  register  agciln  orjy  If  you 

•  move  to  another  city  or  town 

•  change  your  name 

If  you  move  within  your  community,  notify  your 
registrars  of  voters  In  writing. 

When  and  where  may  I 
register? 

There  is  no  waiting  period  to  be  eligible  to  register.  If 
you  move,  you  may  register  to  vote  as  soon  as  you  move 
into  your  new  home. 

Most  registrars  of  voters  will  register  you  in  city  or  town 
hsills  during  regular  business  hours,  and  during  special 
registration  sessions  before  elections.  Call  your 
registrars  for  specific  times  and  places  In  your 
communlty. 

Are  there  registration 
deadlines? 

Yes.  Registration  is  closed  for  a  brief  period  before  each 
election  to  allow  election  ofllcials  time  to  prepare  the 
voting  lists.  Closings  occur 

•  28  days  before  presidential  primaries,  regular  state 
primaries,  and  regular  state  elections. 

•  20  days  before  city  or  town  elections,  town  meetings, 
special  primaries,  and  special  elections. 

•  10  days  before  special  town  meetings 

If  you  register  during  a  "closed"  period,  you  will  be 
eligible  to  vote  only  In  later  elections. 

How  do  I  register? 

Go  to  one  of  your  local  registration  places.  It  might  be 
helpful  to  bring  some  identification  or  proof  of 
residence.  You  will  be  asked  to  complete  an  affidavit  of 
registration  which  must  be  answered  truthfully  under 
penalty  of  perjury.  The  questions  which  you  must 
answer  are 

•  name  (a  married  woman  may  use  her  maiden  name 
if  she  wishes) 

•  present  residence 

•  residence  as  of  January  1,  if  different 

•  last  previous  residence  in  another  city  or  town,  if 
any 

•  name  used  at  that  residence,  if  different 

•  date  of  birth 

•  U.S.  citizen  (by  birth  or  naturalization) 

•  occupation 

•  preferred  party  enrollmeiit,  if  any 

How  do  I  register  if  I  am 
physically  disabled? 

Write  to  your  local  registrars  of  voters  to 
request  an  application,  fill  it  in,  and  return  it 


so  that  your  application  is  received  no  less 
than  three  days  before  the  close  of 
registration  for  the  election.  Two  registration 
officers  will  come  to  your  residence,  rest 
home,  or  hospital  and  register  you,  if  you 
cannot  go  out  i 


Where  and  when  may  I  vote? 

Polling  places  are  usually  located  in  your  neighborhood. 
Voting  hours  vary.  For  state  elections  the  polls  must 
remain  open  until  8  p.m.  During  town  elections, 
the  polls  must  open  by  noon  and  remain  open  for 
at  least  four  hours.  If  you  are  in  line  when  the  polls 
close,  you  may  vote. 

You  can  leam  the  exact  hours  and  polling  places  In 
your  community  from  your  city  or  town  hall  or  local 
newspaper. 

How  do  I  vote? 

Sample  ballots  and  instruction  cards  are  posted  at  the 
polling  place.  Election  officers  are  required  by  law  to 
help  if  you  do  not  understand  the  voting  procedures. 
When  you  enter  the  polling  place,  give  your  name, 
address,  and,  if  It  is  a  primary  election,  your  party 
preference.  You  vote  alone  in  the  voting  booth  unless 
you  ask  for  help.  If  you  are  physically  disabled  or  cannot 
read  English,  you  may  ask  cmy  qualified  voter  or 
election  officer  for  assistance. 

What  if  my  name  is  not 
on  the  voting  list? 

If  you  have  registered  but  your  name  has 
been  omitted  ft-om  the  voting  list,  or  Is  listed 
incorrectly,  the  election  officer  in  charge  of 
the  polling  place  must  call  city  or  town  hall  to 
check  your  registration.  If  you  are  found  to  be 
correctly  registered,  you  may  vote. 

If  the  election  official  is  unable  to  confirm 
your  registration,  you  should  go  to  city  or 
town  hall.  If  your  registration  is  correct,  you 
may  vote  there  immediately  on  an  absentee 
ballot.  You  may,  if  you  prefer,  obtain  a 
certificate  from  the  registrar  and  return  to 
your  usual  polling  place  to  vote. 

How  can  I  vote  in  a  primaiy? 

If  you  stated  a  political  party  preference  when  you 
registered,  you  will  be  given  the  ballot  of  that  party 
when  you  vote  in  a  primary.  If  you  are  not  enrolled  In  a 
peirty  (an  Independent),  you  may  still  vote  in  a  primary. 
You  ask  for  the  party  ballot  you  prefer.  When  you 
request  a  party  ballot,  you  automatically  become  listed 
as  a  member  of  that  party. 

May  I  change  my  party 
don? 


Yes.  If  you  want  to  change  parties  or  drop  your 
membership  in  a  party  after  a  primary,  you  may  do  so 
immediately  sifter  voting  by  filling  out  a  card  which  is 
available  at  the  polls  and  returning  it  to  the  registrars  of 
voters.  You  may  change  your  party  enrollment  in  person 
or  by  mail  at  any  time.  The  change  does  not  take  effect 
until  the  card  has  been  processed  by  the  registrars. 


Election  //^^ 
Timetable 


October  19,  1983 

Close  of  registration, 
City  Elections* 

November  8,  1983 

City  Elections 
(exception:  Marlboro, 
on  November  1,  1983) 

February  14,  1984 

Close  of  registration* 
March  13,  1984 

Presidential  Primary 

Au^t  21,  1984 

Close  of  registration* 
September  18,  1984 

State  Primary 

October  9,  1984 

Close  of  registration* 
November  6,  1984 

Presidential  Election 
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*  Registration  is  open  during 
normal  business  hours 
throughout  the  year  in  your 
city  or  town  clerk's  office.  See 
Are  there  registration 
deadlines?  on  the  other  side 
of  this  pamphlet. 
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